Graded dirt roads and trails branching from these major routes provide access through the rest of the quadrangle.
The main east-west line of the Union Pacific Railroad passes through the city of Rawlins. This line provides railway service across southern Wyoming, connecting Ogden, Utah to the west, and Omaha, Nebraska to the east.
Physiography
The southeast quarter of the Rawlins Peak 15-minute quadrangle lies on the southwestern flank of the Rawlins uplift, situated between the Great Divide Basin on the west and the Hanna Basin on the east. The landscape within the quadrangle is characterized by relatively low, broken hills, hogbacks, and valleys grading upward into higher peaks.
Elevations vary from approximately 6,800 ft (2,073 m) along Sugar
Creek in the southeast corner of the quadrangle, to over 7,800 ft (2,378 m) at the top of Cherokee Peak in the central portion of the quadrangle.
Two relatively flat-lying areas in the northeast and southwest corners of the quadrangle are separated by a wide northwest-trending band of hogbacks, peaks, and valleys. The eastern branch of the Continental Divide, which circles the Great Divide Basin, crosses the quadrangle (Welder and McGreevy, 1966) .
Sugar Creek, with its tributaries Cherokee Creek and Coal Creek, drains the southern and central portions of the quadrangle and flows eastward, emptying into the North Platte River east of the quadrangle.
The northern portion of the quadrangle is drained by Indian Springs Creek and Cold Draw, both tributaries of Separation Creek northwest of the quadrangle. All the streams in the area are intermittent, flowing mainly in response to snowmelt in the spring. Hogback Lake, located in a broad depression on the south-central border of the quadrangle, is a shallow alkaline lake which fluctuates in size with the seasons.
Climate and Vegetation
The climate of south-central Wyoming is semiarid, characterized by low precipitation, rapid evaporation, and large daily temperature varia- The average annual temperature in the area is 43°F (6°C). The temperature during January averages 21°F (-6°C) and ranges from 12°F
(-11°C) to 31°F (-0.6°C). During July the average temperature is 68°F (20°C), and the temperature ranges from 51°F (11°C) to 84°F (29°C).
The winds are usually from the southwest and the west-southwest with an average wind velocity of 12 miles per hour (19 km per hour).
The principal types of vegetation in the quadrangle include grasses, sagebrush, greasewood, saltbush, rabbitbrush, and other desert shrubs. Only the Middle Zone was measured by Smith (1909) and Ball (1909) although both Note: To convert BTU/pound to kilojoules/kilogram, multiply by 2.326. 
